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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all pnor versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
JListing of Claims! 

1-3. (Cancelled), 

4. (Currently Amended) A method for discarding a data packet comprisin g tho stcps 

ef: 

classtiying the dala packet including a Geording - to -a type of service (TOS) indicator in 
order to produce an internal class service flSC) indicator and a drop preference (DP^ indicator: : 

modifying tho data pack e t with an internal s e mc e oloss (lSC) - indioator according to th e 
TOS indicator; 

modifying the data packet with a watermark (WM) indicator according to the availability 
of a system resource; 

compQfjjig - CQncatcnating t he IS C indicator, the WM indicator a nd a drop profereno e- t he 

fDP) indicator of the data packet to produce a key value: 

comparing the recovered data to a committed information rate (CIR); and 
discarding the data p acket if th e DP exceeds based n a result of a comparison of the 

recovered data and the CIR, 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4 wherein the step of comparing of 
the recovered data tho ISC. WM - ond - PP - t o the CIR comprise s th e st e ps of : 

oonoatonating tho ISC, WM and th e DP into a key valu e ; 

finding an entry in a congestion clip tabic (CCT) using th e- ISG as a key valu e being a 
concateatatiQn_of the ISC indicator, the WM indicator and the DP indicator : and 
comparing data recovered from t he entry to the CIR. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4S wherein the step-e^k^lassifying of 
the data packet according to a TOS indioator comprises th & sl e ps of : 
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analyzing a field of the data packet to determine a packet characteristic; and 
assigning the TOS indicator based upon the packet characteristic. 

7-15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Currently Amended) An articl e of monufoctUFO - for - uso - it^ - a - computer s yf f t e m to 
diocord o d at o r paok e t. - th e articl e of Tnanufootur e compriging - ^i - A compater usable medium having 
computer readable program code means e m bodied in the medium executed by a route switch 
processor, the program code-«ea njr4noludi «g comprising : 

computor r e adabl e a first p rogram code embodied - in tho oomput e r ticabl e medium f or 
causing a computer to classify tfie data packet aooording to i ncluding a type of service (TOS) 
indicato r in order to produce an internal class service CISC) indicator and a droo preference (DP) 
indicator, 

computer r e adable program code moong ombodiod in th e- comput e r usabl e m e dium for 
oausing - a oomput e r to modify th e data paokot with - an - intamal servic e oloss (ISQ indicatOF 
aooording to the TOS indicato^ 

a second comput e r r e adable program code fiieofis-cmbodied in the computer usable 
medium for causing the e computer to modify the data packet with a watemiark (WM) indicator 
according to tli e availability of a oyctem - resouro e; 

a third computor r o odablo p rogram code meon s e m bodied in the computer usable medium 
for causing thc a computer to compare concatenate t he iSCJndicator, the W M indicator a nd a 



a fourth pro^zram code embodied in the computer usable medium for causing the 
computer to compare data recovered using tlie kcv value to a committed information rate (CIR); 
and 

a fi flh comput e r r e adobl e p rogram code m e ans embodied in the computer usable medium 
for causing a computer to discard the data p acket based on a result of the comparison of the data 
recovered and if th e DP e xo ee da t he CIR. 
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17. (Currently Amended) The computer usable medium artiol e oFmaTmfacture of 
claim 1 6 wherein the fourth c omt3utcKcadabb p rogram code means-embodied in the computer 
itsable medium for oausing - ft - oomputor to oomporo tho ISG, - WM - aiid - DP - to the - CIR comprises js 

|ffj:ther9fffffiswredtQ: 

computer readable program cod e means embodi e d in the oomputor ufiubJe m e dium for 
causing a oomputor to ooaoatcnatc4hOrISC, - WM r Qnd - tho - DP - into - a - kcy - val^ 

comput e r r e adab le program ood e- m e ans e mbodi e d - tn ^ h e- Qompator uooblo mo d itmi - foF 
causing a - compirt e r to findmg an entry in a congestion clip table (CCT) using the key valuer*"* 

computer roodablo program oodo - mcano - ombodiod in - tho - oomputor usable medium for 
causing o comput e r to compare th e entry lo th e CTR . 

18. (Currently Amended) The articl e of maniJaoturQ - of - olaim 16 %vhorointlie 
comput e r r e adabl e program cod e m e ans e mbodi e d in (h e c omputer usable medium , wherein the 
first program code for causring a computer to clossifv the data packet according to a TPS 
indicator comprises: 

computer readable program code m e ans e mbodi e d in th e comput e r usabl e m e dium for 
eaufling a o o mputcr -to analyze a field of the data packet to determine a packet characteristic; and 

computer readable program code meana - Qmbodicd - tn - the - computer usable medium for 
caufiing - a computer to assign the TOS indicator based upon the packet characteristic. 
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